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Why A Mantel Is The Room's
Most Consequential Decision

The fireplace mantel is the only architectural element in a room that is simultaneously
structural, decorative and emotional. Get it wrong, and no amount of furniture, lighting, or
finishes will fully rescue the space. Get it right, and the room virtually designs itself around it.
Yet in most residential and commercial projects, the mantel is among the last things
specified, often treated as a finish detail rather than the spatial anchor it actually is.

At DreamCast, we work with architects, interior designers, and builders across North America
on custom cast concrete mantels. What we hear consistently: projects go smoothly and

produce exceptional results when the mantel design is specified with a clear understanding of
material, proportion and code requirements.

INSIDE, YOU'LL FIND:

- How to proportion a mantel surround to any room and ceiling height
- An honest material comparison

- Clearance codes and structural requirements

- DreamcCast's finish and colour system, explained for specification
- A step-by-step walkthrough of the custom order process

- A pre-specification checklist to use on every project
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Proportion & Placement:
Getting the Scale Right

MANTEL WIDTH

Target 2/3 of the wall width. A 12-ft
wall » 7-8 ft mantel feels grounded.

SHELF PROJECTION

6-10" from wall.
Deeper = more sculptural.
Shallower = more contemporary.

SHELF HEIGHT

54-60" from finished floor as a

FIREBOX OPENING

Should not exceed 65-75% of baseline for 9-12 ft ceilings. Go higher
the total mantel face height. " (up to 72") in rooms over 12 ft ceiling.

LEG WIDTH

At minimum, 1/4 the size of the

-
- g ‘. firebox opening width.
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COMMON PROPORTION MISTAKES TO AVOID

- Opening too wide in scale to firebox as too much empty space around the
Insert creates an unappealing visual

- lgnoring the floor plane; a hearth extension (even a minimal one) visually
grounds the entire assembly. Hearth width should be equal to the width of
the mantel crown - or at minimum be 2" wider than the external distance
from one leg to another, creating an "enveloped" look
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A mantel that feels "off" is almost always a proportional problem.
Here's a professional framework to fall back on:

The mantel opening width should be roughly two-thirds the width of the wall it sits on. A
mantel that's too narrow on a wide wall reads as an afterthought; one that's too wide
competes with the architecture. On a 10 ft wall, for example, a mantel opening in the 7-8 foot
range tends to feel intentional and grounded. The only time a 72" mantel would work on a 12 ft
wall is if there are either windows or built-ins on either side.

As a general rule, the top of the mantel shelf should sit at roughly 54-60 inches from the
finished floor, but this is meaningfully affected by ceiling height. In rooms with ceilings above
12 feet, pushing the mantel height to 66-72 inches prevents the surround from looking squat.
INn rooms under 9 feet, restraint is warranted.

The firebox opening (the visible flame area) should represent no more than 65-75% of the total
mantel face height. If the opening dominates, the surround reads as a frame rather than an
architectural statement.

Mantel shelf projection (how far it extends from the wall) typically ranges from 6 to 10 inches.
Deeper projections create stronger shadow lines and a more sculptural presence, preferred in
higher-ceiling, more formal settings. Shallower projections suit contemporary and minimalist
Interiors where the mantel is meant to recede into the wall plane.

Before finalising dimensions, map the relationship between the mantel and surrounding
elements: flanking windows, built-in cabinetry, artwork, doorways. A mantel positioned at the
optical centre of a wall, not just the geometric centre, reads as more intentional. Account for
asymmetrical window placement or ceiling soffits.
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Material Comparison

CAST CONCRETE NATURAL STONE PLASTER
Excellent Excellent Fair
Non-combustible Non-combustible Non-combustible
Any shape Slow & costly Flexible

3—-6 weeks 8-16 weeks Site-applied

Yes Yes Variable

, Traditional/ Modern,
Any project More modern spaces

depending on the stone

Works well Works well Not viable

Why concrete wins on most projects:

- Non-combustible - Cost-effective
- Flexible custom design options - Heritage endurance

. Reliable lead times

Concrete offers exceptional versatility for mantels, making it an ideal material for both statement
pieces and understated surrounds. Its ability to be cast in any shape allows for immense freedom
In form, while the surface finish provides depth and character. At DreamCast, our handcrafted

process ensures that each mantel carries a unique aesthetic fingerprint.
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Code & Clearance Basics

Combustible materials must maintain minimum clearances
from the firebox opening. These are set by the appliance
manufacturer, so always check the installation manual first.

X_CEILING

MANTEL DEPTH

LEG PROJECTION

HEARTH

/

Quick reference:

- Within 6" of opening » max 1/8" projection per inch of distance
- Beyond 12" from opening » generally no projection restriction
- Concrete is non-combustible » closer placement permitted,

simpler approvals

By firebox type: Before you specify, have these ready:
- Electric is most permissive - Mantel can sit close to - Firebox make, model & installation manual
the unit, as there is no heat factor. - Rough opening dimensions
- Gas varies by manufacturer - Some gas units often - Wall framing type
have strict top clearances affecting shelf depth - Finished wall material

(even with non-combustible mantels) to mitigate
appliance overheating.

- Wood-burning is most stringent - Confirm local
clearances before finalising any dimension.
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Finishes & Colours

CHARCOAL LONDON FOG MIST MOONLIGHT

CHALK CLOUD WHITE SIMPLY WHITE ICE WHITE

HAZE CHOCOLATE MOCHA CAPPUCCINO

SMOOTH FINISH LIMESTONE FINISH

OLD WORLD FINISH
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How a DreamCast
Project Works

0 DESIGN CONSULTATION

- Bring your firebox specs
and rough dimensions

- 20-30 minutes

- We ask the right questions

QUOTE & DESIGN DEVELOPMENT e

- Detailed quote with dimensions,
finish, colour, lead time

- Custom profiles include a profile
drawing for review

e SHOP DRAWING APPROVAL

- Dimensioned drawings issued
for sign-off

- Last point to make changes
before production

HANDCRAFTED PRODUCTION e

- Cast by hand in British
Columbia, Canada

- Every piece carries natural
variation in tone and texture

e SHIPPING

- Crated freight across
Canada and the US

- White-glove delivery
available for large pieces

INSTALLATION SUPPORT e

- Mounting drawings and specs included
- Technical team available throughout install
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Pre-Specification
Checklist

Firebox & Code Finish & Material
Firebox make, model & installation manual obtained Finish selected: SmoothCast / Limestone / Old World
Clearances to combustibles confirmed Colour selected & physical sample approved
Firebox type noted: gas / wood / electric Custom profile required? Lead time adjusted?
Venting type and location confirmed

Logistics

Dimensions Lead time in project schedule

Shop drawings reviewed & sighed off

Rough opening width & height measured

Installer briefed on mounting spec

Floor-to-opening-top distance confirmed

Ceiling height noted

Flanking elements (windows, built-ins) dimensioned

Structure

Wall framing type confirmed

Blocking requirement communicated to framer

Gas/electrical lines noted, not within mantel footprint
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Design Inspiration
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Tori : Netflix's Dream Home Makeover with designer Adagio: Galey Alix, design powerhouse, did a surprise reno for

Studio McGee Kristen and Kyle Juszczyk of the San Francisco 49'ers

-

French Country: Tyler Cameron’'s home transformation to Chateau: A home in Arkansas was remodeled on HGTV

Mmake over a tired 90's home into a timeless classic featuring our Chateau Mantel to modernize and elevate

an old style brick fireplace.

Bowen : In Sandy Springs, Georgia the family room was Bolero: the fabulous Egypt Sherrod of HGTV's Married
transformed into place for the whole family to enjoy to Real Estate for her project on the show
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https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-fireplace-surround-basement-transformation
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-fireplace-surround-basement-transformation
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-mantels-featured-in-galey-alixs-home-renovation-for-kristin-and-kyle-juszczyk
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-mantels-featured-in-galey-alixs-home-renovation-for-kristin-and-kyle-juszczyk
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/perfect-fireplace-mantel-for-the-holidays-in-tyler-camerons-home-renovation
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/perfect-fireplace-mantel-for-the-holidays-in-tyler-camerons-home-renovation
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-fireplace-mantels-for-massive-brick-house-makeover
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-fireplace-mantels-for-massive-brick-house-makeover
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/modern-fireplace-mantels-for-massive-brick-house-makeover
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/white-fireplace-surround-for-a-family-room
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/white-fireplace-surround-for-a-family-room
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/traditional-fireplace-surround-georgia
https://dreamcastdesign.com/projects/traditional-fireplace-surround-georgia

Join the DreamCast Trade Program

READY TO BRING YOUR VISION TO LIFE?

DreamCast’'s Trade Program gives professionals
the tools to design with confidence.

Or email info@dreamcastdesign.com
APPLY HERE
to speak to our team.
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